Gilgamesh Guided Reading
The following sections of Gilgamesh can be skipped. Some parents might say, should be skipped, as the language and descriptions used may be inappropriate for some readers. 

If you choose to read the “skipped” sections, please advise your “parental units” of your decision. 

Skip: I-138 (pg 6) through II-173 (pg 17)

Skip: VI-64 (top of pg 50) through VI-79 (mid of pg 50)

Skip: VII-100 (bot of pg 57) through VII-161 (bot of pg 59)


Skip: pg 100 to end (additional included text is not required for class, plus 
                  some potential inappropriate imagery)

Gilgamesh 
Critical Reading Assignment
Themes

1. Gilgamesh is an “epic about the fear of death.” 


( Find key lines 

2. Gilgamesh is a story about “one man’s path to wisdom, how he is ”formed by his “successes and failures,” and how his story offers “many insights into the human condition.”  

( Find character development

( Find insights 

3. The story is also about the “rewards of friendship, the nobility of heroic enterprise, and the immortality of fame.”

( Find key lines

Style and figurative language

1. Critics claim that some stanzas of Gilgamesh are “unforgettable.” 


( Find key lines

2. Similes, metaphors, symbols, alliteration, personification, hyperboles – for example

( Find examples

Further points for class discussion

1. Setting?

2. Myth, religion and wisdom? 
3. Connections to biblical narrative?

4. Flawed nature of man?

