High School Mock Trial Program
Instructional Resources
Trial Procedure

COURT PERSONNEL
	PRIVATE
Judge
	Referee between teams; has to be neutral; has the final word in all disputes; is the constitutional authority in the courtroom.

	Clerk
	In charge of recorders; responsible for keeping transcripts (records) of trials; must also protect evidence and keep bail/bond money; also handles payments of fines

	Recorder
	An agent of the Clerk; he/she does the actual recording of the transcript

	Bailiff
	Enforces any orders for the judge in controlling the courtroom 

	Sheriff's Deputy
	Provides protection for the judge; assist in moving persons held in custody to/from the court (witnesses and/or defendants)

	Jury Foreperson
	Appointed by the jury to be their spokesperson


BRINGING THE CHARGES
	PRIVATE
Prosecuting Attorney
	The SOLICITOR (misdemeanors) or the DISTRICT ATTORNEY (felonies) is the official who represents the People/State in criminal cases

	Plaintiff
	The person bringing a cause of action in a civil case

	Plaintiff's Attorney
	Counsel representing the plaintiff in civil cases


FOR THE DEFENSE
	PRIVATE
Defendant
	Person accused of the crime or facing a cause of action brought against him or her

	Defense Attorney
	Counsel (may be a public defender or private attorney) serving as the defendant’s lawyer


STAGES IN THE TRIAL
	PRIVATE
Jury Selection
	potential jurors (called veniremen for jury panels) are chosen from a "jury pool" drawn from a list of registered voters; attorneys examine potential jurors to determine if they are impartial (a process referred to as voir dire)

	Opening Statements
	prosecution/plaintiff goes first; attorneys outline their cases

	Initial Evidence
	prosecution/plaintiff presents case first; witnesses give testimony under direct examination; may use a court order of subpoena to require the presence of witnesses; prosecutor bears the responsibility of proving "beyond a reasonable doubt" that the defendant is guilty as charged; civil cases are determined by the "preponderance of the evidence"; after the prosecution/plaintiff rests its case, the Defense presents its case (allowed during the evidentiary stage: cross-examination, re-direct, re-cross, and rebuttals)

	Closing Arguments
	attorneys sum up trial with dramatic appeal, urging jurors to find for their side in the case

	Judge's Instructions
	a lecture to the jury on what the law says and what their duties are under the law; may direct a verdict (not guilty only) or declare a mistrial

	Jury Deliberations
	jurors select a foreperson as leader; decision usually must be unanimous or be declared a "hung" jury; if verdict is guilty, appeals are proper if desired; judge proceeds to prescribe a sentence or schedules a sentencing hearing for that purpose


