Literature and Worldview

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worldview
A world view, (or worldview) is a term calqued from the German word Weltanschauung meaning "look onto the world". It implies a concept fundamental to German philosophy and epistemology and refers to a wide world perception. It refers to the framework through which an individual interprets the world and interacts in it. The German word is also in wide use in English, as well as the "translated" form world outlook.

The term denotes a comprehensive set of opinions, seen as an organic unity, about the world as the medium and exercise of human existence. Weltanschauung serves as a framework for generating various dimensions of human perception and experience like knowledge, politics, economics, religion, culture, science, ethics.

For example Worldview of causality as uni-directional, cyclic, or spiral generates a framework of the world that reflects these systems of causality. A uni-directional view of causality would generate a monotheistic view of the world with a beginning and an end and a single great force with a single end. eg: Christianity and Islam. While a cyclic worldview of causality generates a religious tradition which is cyclic and seasonal and where in events and experiences reccur in systematic patterns. Eg: Zoroastrianism and Mithraism and Hinduism.

These worldviews of causality not only underlie religious traditions but also other aspects of thought like the purpose of history, political and economic theories, and systems like democracy, capitalism, socialism, and Marxism.

~

http://web.cocc.edu/cagatucci/classes/hum211/CoursePack/culture.htm
The following definitions are derived from cultural anthropology, the study of human cultures.

1. CULTURE may be defined as the abstract values, beliefs, and perceptions of the world--i.e. a world view--that shape, and are reflected in, a people’s behavior.  Culture encompasses all that is human-made, learned and transmitted, especially through language, rather than what is inherited biologically.  People are not born with a "culture"; they learn "culture" through the process of enculturation. People develop and maintain cultures to deal with basic problems like survival and other issues (geographical, social, economic, philosophical, etc.) that concern them. To take root and survive, a culture must satisfy the basic needs of people who live by its rules, develop means to ensure its transmission and continuity across generations, and provide an orderly existence for members of the society.  A culture must develop viable ways to balance individuals' self-interests with the community’s needs, which can be a formidable challenge because human societies are made up of individuals and groups with different interests. Typically, the dominant group’s interests are most influential and better served by a culture's worldview and lifeways than are the interests of other subordinated groups within a culture. Successful cultures are dynamic, rather static: that is, long-term survival requires that a culture be able to change in order to adapt to new circumstances and influences, and/or its people's changing perceptions of existing circumstances.  

2. RELIGION may be defined as beliefs and patterns of behavior by which people try to deal with what they view as important problems that can’t be solved by other means: e.g. the need to confront and explain life and death.  All cultures have religions, which are powerful and dynamic forces in human society.  To overcome limitations, people often turn to supernatural beings and powers: e.g., gods and goddesses, ancestral and nature spirits, impersonal powers.  Religion presupposes the existence of supernatural beings and powers with interest in human affairs—so to these beings and/or powers, humans can direct appeals for aid.  Through ritual (religion in action)—e.g. prayer, song, dance, offerings, sacrifices—people worship, trying to ward off misfortune and/or entreat supernatural powers and beings to aid and protect, and help humans prosper.  Most cultures have religious specialists—e.g. shamans, priests, theologians—who are skilled at dealing with supernatural deities/powers, and can mediate between the spiritual and human worlds.  Religion reduces human anxieties by explaining the unknown or making it understandable, providing comfort in times of crisis, sanctioning a range of human conduct with notions of right and wrong, setting precedents for acceptable behavior, and/or transferring the burden of making decisions from human to supernatural beings.

3. MYTHOLOGY can be defined as a body of interconnected myths, or stories, told by a specific cultural group to explain the world consistent with a people’s experience of the world in which they live. [The word “myth” comes from the ancient Greek word meaning “story” or “plot,” and was applied to stories sacred and secular, invented and true.]  Myths often begin as sacred stories that "offer supernatural explanations for the creation of the world . . . and humanity, as well as for death, judgment, and the afterlife" ("Myth" 284). A mythology or belief system often concerns supernatural beings/powers of a culture, provides a rationale for a culture’s religion and practices, and reflects how people relate to each other in everyday life.  Creation or origin myths explain how the world came to be in its present form, and often position "the cultural group telling the myth" as the first people or the "true" people ("Myth" 284).  Such sacred stories, or narratives, concern where a people and the 

[NOTE that today, in common usage, non-believers are often (too) quick to dismiss other cultures' religious and sacred stories as “mythology” and “myth.” But serious cross-cultural study requires that we resist this dismissive impulse, and understand that what we might call “myth” can be another culture's religious “belief.”] 
