The Joke Diagram

“This morning I got up and ran five miles. Well, not me personally. I paid a guy to do that for me.”
	Setup: This morning I got up and ran five miles…

	
	1st Story:  He’s a healthy go-getter!

	
	Target Assumption:  He’s telling the truth.

	
	Connector: He actually ran the five miles.

	
	Reinterpretation: He’s lying and didn’t actually run that far at all.

	
	2nd Story: He’s lazy and wealthy and has someone run the five miles for him!

	
	

	
	Punch: Well, not me personally. I paid a guy to do that for me.

	
	


Joke Diagram

	Setup:

	
	1st Story:

	
	Target Assumption:

	
	Connector:

	
	Reinterpretation:

	
	2nd Story:

	
	

	
	Punch:

	
	


Step by Step…
1. Find a Setup. Then list the assumptions that the audience might make out of the setup.

Setup:


Possible assumptions:

2. Pick a Target Assumption. Now identify the Connector. What specific thing caused me to make this assumption?


Target Assumption:


Connector:

3. List possible reinterpretations for the Connector. Other than the target, what are some possible reinterpretations are there for my connector?


Reinterpretations:

4. Pick a Reinterpretation. Now compose a 2nd Story. Relative to the Setup, what specific situation could explain my reinterpretation?


Setup:

Reinterpretations:


2nd Story:

5. Write a Punch that expresses the 2nd Story.  What simple specifics are needed to clearly communicate my 2nd  story?


Setup:


Punch:
From Step-by-Step to Stand Up Comedy by Greg Dean

