Comedy Structure: The Act-out
Excerpted from The Comedy Bible (pg 85-94)
“Instead of talking about someone or something, you perform it. You turn into the people you mentioned in the setup — actually act them out. . . .

“In the vaudeville days of stand-up, jokes were strictly setup punch lines. . . .but now the punch line has gone the way of eight-track tapes and has been replaced with an act-out.

Act-outs give the comics the chance to show off their ability to do voices and characters.”

Simple structure

Setup (unfunny part) ( Act-out (funny part) 


Wrong way (punch line only):

It was hard having a dad as a lawyer.       
(
I had to motion for a puppy.

Right way (act-out):

It was hard having a dad as a lawyer.  

( (AO)
When I wanted a puppy I had to go, “Dad, motion for a puppy!”

    (AO Dad)
“Motion for puppy denied.”

    (AO)
“Sidebar, Dad.”  

(comic: Barry Preston)

	Premise (3 key words)
	Act-out

	It’s hard having a dad 
as a _____________________.
	

	It’s impossible having a sibling 
as a _____________________.
	

	It’s crazy having a mom 
as a _____________________.
	


Mr. J’s observation





Three words hold the key to this setup — hard, dad and lawyer. If we want a laugh, our act-out must connect the audience to those three words.











