2010-11 Homeschool Class Listings

Teacher: John Jenkins, Author/Publisher
Email: john@reconciliation.com
· Class Day/Time info will be updated as it is available. Class cost information will be available 4/30. 
· A signed Student/Parent Agreement for each class is required prior to or on the first day of class (available by 6/15 at www.reconciliation.com).  
· Registration and deposit requirements vary by location. To preregister for CHESS, STARS or SGC, contact the location program coordinator/director. 
· For GPC, contact John Jenkins.
WRITING

INTRODUCTION TO EFFECTIVE WRITING – JR High (including 6th graders at GPC). Class DAY/TIME. Mon - 3:00pm, GPC, Gainesville, John at john@reconciliation.com (Judy at life@gpchurch.net program info). Wed – 12:40, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. DESCRIPTION. Prepare your students for Effective Writing 101. This class incorporates the same academic and professional techniques that develop a student’s critical thinking, organizing skills, and effective communication through essays. From Sep-Dec, students will learn how to take notes, conduct research on the internet, organize information and document sources including footnoting, write effective sentences and paragraphs using basic grammar, spelling, capitalization, paraphrasing rules, plus formatting skills such as double-spacing, indents and setting margins. From Jan-May, students will use their skills to plan, write, and rewrite four complete essays. PREREQUISITES. Appropriate reading speed and comprehension skills for age level. Basic computer/typing skills with Microsoft Word or equivalent. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.   

EFFECTIVE WRITING 101 JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Wed – 3pm, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. Tue- 9:30, SGC, Fairfax, Patricia at patriciamjones@yahoo.com. Tue STARS- 1:00pm, Springfield, Victoria at victoriarose07@cox.net. Wed - 11:00am, GPC, Gainesville, John at john@reconciliation.com (Judy at life@gpchurch.net program info). DESCRIPTION. To write well requires that we know what we’re going to write before we write it! The result: reduced stress, expanded creativity, and improved grades. This class incorporates both academic and professional techniques that develop a student’s critical thinking, organizing skills, and effective communication through essays, including writing about literature. In addition, this class prepares students for SAT timed essays, including evaluation and scoring. PREREQUISITES. Introduction to Effective Writing or ability to write complete sentences and paragraphs using basic grammar, spelling, capitalization, double-spacing, indents and formatting rules. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.   

MASTER STORYTELLER JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Wed - 8:45am GPC, Gainesville, John at john@reconciliation.com (Judy at life@gpchurch.net program info). DESCRIPTION. This unique writing class combines professional fiction writing skills with the study of classic literature (short stories, not novels) – the authors, their themes, their times. Genuine skills for academic excellence – and beyond. Students will learn how to: 1) read, interpret, and understand literature, 2) understand the impact of the author’s worldview and historical context on their stories, 3) how to plan, write, and rewrite short stories using elements that include: setting, plot, characterization, tone/mood, genre, and theme, and optionally, learn how to format and edit a story for publication. PREREQUISITES. Ability to write complete sentences and paragraphs using basic grammar, spelling, capitalization rules, and formatting rules. Can use Microsoft Word or equivalent, and conduct computer research and typing. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.   
PUBLISHED STUDENT JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Mon – 12:40pm, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. DESCRIPTION. This unique writing class builds on the foundation of The Master StoryTeller class and is an honors-level class that unites professional fiction writing skills with the express purpose of helping a student successfully submit their work to a publisher. Students will use their existing skills to plan, draft, edit, and proofread a story from beginning to end, including how to format and edit a story for publication. Students will also learn how to contact a publisher, write a query letter, submit a story for publication, and see their story in a completed, published form. PREREQUISITES. Successful completion of the Master StoryTeller class. Limited enrollment, teacher approval required. Students must bring a completed story utilizing the requirements of the Master StoryTeller class to the first class in September. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.   

JOURNALISM 101 JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Tue STARS- 2:30pm, Springfield, Victoria at victoriarose07@cox.net. DESCRIPTION. This class provides an essential venue for developing a student’s original/creative thinking and natural writing voice though a practical use of time-tested principles and techniques. This class incorporates both academic and professional techniques, develops research skills, organizing skills, and document/image formatting skills. PREREQUISITES. Introduction to Effective Writing or ability to write complete sentences and paragraphs using basic grammar, spelling, capitalization, double-spacing, indents and formatting rules. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.
LITERATURE
EXPLORING AMERICAN LITERATURE (JR/SR). Class DAY/TIME. Wed – 1:50pm, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. DESCRIPTION. Reading and understanding American Literature not only prepares students for college, but for life as adults. Drawing from sources like the Norton Anthology and American Literature: Encouraging Thoughtful Christians To Be World Changers, this class will explore a broad range of genres, in each major literary period. Students will learn 1) the historical context of American Literature from the pre-Columbian era to the 20th century, 2) the thematic or worldview focus of the authors, 3) the fundamentals of literary analysis (including literary devices) and apply their knowledge through class discussions/presentations, basic and advanced essay writing, and literary vignettes/poems, and 4) how to understand and analyze poetry and the use of figurative language. PREREQUISITES. Appropriate reading speed and comprehension skills for age level, ability to write complete sentences and paragraphs using basic grammar, spelling, capitalization rules, and formatting rules. Can use Microsoft Word or equivalent, and conduct computer research and typing. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.
EXPLORING BRITISH LITERATURE (SR High). Class DAY/TIME. Mon – 10am, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. Wed – 9:45am, GPC, Gainesville, www.gpchurch.net or Judy at life@gpchurch.net. Tue- 11am, SGC, Fairfax, Patricia at patriciamjones@yahoo.com. DESCRIPTION. Reading and understanding British Literature is essential to being prepared for the AP Literature exam and in obtaining a critical understanding of the role of classic literature in our culture. Students will explore a broad range of literary genres and themes through systematic forays into poetry, narrative, plays, and novels. In this honors-style class, students will learn 1) the historical context of British Literature from antiquity to the 20th century, 2) the thematic/worldviews focus of the authors, 3) the fundamentals of literary analysis (including literary devices) and apply their knowledge through class discussions, presentations, and both long and short answers, and 4) how to understand and analyze poetry and its use of figurative language. PREREQUISITES. Appropriate reading speed and comprehension skills for age level, ability to write complete sentences and paragraphs using basic grammar, spelling, capitalization rules, and formatting rules. Can use Microsoft Word or equivalent, and conduct computer research and typing. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.
WORLD LITERATURE JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Tue STARS- 3:45pm, Springfield, Victoria at victoriarose07@cox.net. DESCRIPTION. Available 6/15.
SHAKESPEARE JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Thu STARS- 2:45pm, Springfield, Victoria at victoriarose07@cox.net. DESCRIPTION. Available 6/15.
VERBAL/THINKING SKILLS

MOCK TRIAL JR/SR. Class DAY/TIME. Wed – 4pm, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. DESCRIPTION. Using a courtroom backdrop for civil, constitutional, civil, and/or criminal cases, this highly interactive and team-oriented class integrates all of the basic academic skills needed to succeed in both college and life. Less formal and structured than organized speech and debate classes, Mock Trial uses drama and an introduction to our court and legal system to create a thoroughly compelling academic elixir that will help your students develop competence, confidence, and collective creativity – the interactive power of teams. PREREQUISITES. Appropriate reading speed and comprehension skills for age level, can use Microsoft Word or equivalent, and conduct computer research and typing, has a willingness to speak publically to small groups and student/parent juries. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.
PREPARED STUDENT JR/SR (also called SURVIVAL SKILLS FOR HIGH SCHOOL). Class DAY/TIME. Tue- 8:30am, SGC, Fairfax, Patricia at patriciamjones@yahoo.com. Mon – 11:30pm, CHESS, Centreville, www.chessclasses.org or Tara Taylor at admin@chessclasses.org. Thu STARS- 1:30pm, Springfield, Victoria at victoriarose07@cox.net. DESCRIPTION. Gear-up your student for high school, college, and young adulthood! This upbeat classroom setting focuses on developing critical thinking and successful leadership with proven academic and real-world communication skills that last a lifetime. First semester, students will learn: 1) notetaking, listening, and reading skills, 2) problem solving tools, and 3) effective writing skills, but no formal essays or papers. Second semesters, students will learn 1) leadership and teamwork skills, and 2) verbal presentation skills integrated with first semester skills. PREREQUISITES. Appropriate reading speed and comprehension skills for age level, can use Microsoft Word or equivalent, and conduct computer research and typing, has a willingness to speak publically to small groups and student/parent juries. For additional questions about class content, email john@reconciliation.com (10-11 syllabus available 6/15). For class program information, contact the location coordinator/director listed above.
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